
The PERSON and MINISTRY of the Holy Spirit.

Bible Study Outline:

Person:

1. God the Holy Spirit.
● Deity.
● Trinity.
● Personhood.

2. Promise of the Holy Spirit.
● Joel, John, Jesus, Peter.

Ministry:

1. His ministry to us.
A. Born of the Spirit.
B. Baptism of the Spirit.
C. A new language - tongues.
D. Helper, advocate.
E. Spirit of Sonship.
F. Spirit of revelation and truth.
G. Spirit of impartation.
H. Spirit of transformation.

2. His ministry through us.
A. Power to be a witness.
B. Build up the Body of Christ - gifts of the Spirit.

3. His ministry to the World.
A. Convicts the world of unbelief in Christ.

4. His ministry to the Church.
A. Unity of the Spirit.
B. Build up the Body.
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The PERSON of the Holy Spirit:

1.God the Holy Spirit.

His Deity:

● There in the beginning:
○ Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

● Peter refers to the Holy Spirit as God:
○ Acts 5:1-4 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece

of property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some
of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles'
feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land?
4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was
sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this
deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”

● Equal to God in baptism:
○ Matthew 28:18-19 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

● Equal in pronouncing blessing over the Church:
○ 2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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The Trinity:

● Best trinity scripture in the Bible:
○ 1 John 5:5-7 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth

that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is he that came by water and blood,
even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and
these three are one.

● Trinity mentioned by Jesus:
○ John 14:25-26 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with

you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I
have said to you.

● Trinity mentioned by Peter:
○ Acts 2:29-33 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the

patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us
to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his
throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that
he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This
Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are
seeing and hearing.

His Personhood:

The Holy Spirit is not an “it” but a “He”.
He is a person just like the Father and the Son.

● Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as a person, a “He”:
○ John 14:15-17 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
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because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in you.

● John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you.

● John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

● John 16:12-15 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he
will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine;
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

2. The PROMISE of the Holy Spirit:

● Joel prophesied it:
○ Joel 2:28-29 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my

Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even
on the male and female servant in those days I will pour out my Spirit. But
this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

● Peter explained it:
○ Acts 2:17-21 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour

out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I
will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show
wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and
fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and
magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
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● God promised the Holy Spirit through John the baptist:
○ Matthew 3:11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

● Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit after His ascension:
○ John 16:7 “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I

go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go,
I will send him to you.”

● Peter promises the Holy Spirit to new believers:
○ Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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The MINISTRY of the Holy Spirit:

1. His ministry TO us:

A. BORN of the Spirit.

● You must be born again by the Holy Spirit:
○ John 3:1-8 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said
to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.”

● The Holy Spirit regenerates us:
○ Titus 3:4-7 “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God

our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration (born again/rebirth) and renewal (made
new) of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

● 1 Peter 1:1-5 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect
exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification
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of the Spirit (*), for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his
blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 3 Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.”

○ (*) 1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

B. BAPTISM of the Holy Spirit.

● Jesus instructed His disciples to wait to be baptized with the Holy
Spirit:

○ Acts 1:4-5 And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father,
which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now.”

● The baptism of the Holy Spirit on The Day of Pentecost:
○ Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all

together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested[a] on each one of them. 4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit gave them utterance.

● Salvation and Holy Spirit baptism are two distinct events:
○ Acts 8:14-17 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that

Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and
John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them,
but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17
Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy
Spirit.
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● Paul was saved then later filled with the Holy Spirit:
○ Acts 9:10-12 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said,
“Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in
a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so
that he might regain his sight.”

○ 17-19 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared
to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he
regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking
food, he was strengthened.

● Regeneration and Holy Spirit baptism can also happen at the same
time:

○ Acts 10:43-47 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on
all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the
circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”

● Salvation then baptism in the Holy Spirit straight after:
○ Acts 19:1-6 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth,

Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus.
There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into
what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4
And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance,
telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of
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the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and
prophesying.

C. Gives us a new spiritual language - tongues:

● Acts 2:4 “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

● Acts 10:44-46 “While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy
Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from
among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and
extolling God.”

● Acts 19:5-6 On hearing this, they were baptized in[b] the name of
the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and
prophesying.

● Mark 16:17 “And these signs will accompany those who believe: in
my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new
tongues;”

○ NEW - kainós – properly, new in quality (innovation), fresh in
development or opportunity – because "not found exactly
like this before." (HELPS - Word-Studies)

○ Transliteration: kainos
○ Phonetic Spelling: (kahee-nos')
○ Definition: new, fresh
○ Usage: fresh, new, unused, novel. (STRONG’S

CONCORDANCE)

● 1 Corinthians 14:1-4 “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the
spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2 For one who
speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the
other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their
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upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 4 The one who
speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies
builds up the church.

○ 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one
who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that
the church may be built up.”

○ 14 “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is
unfruitful. 15What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I
will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit,
but I will sing with my mind also.”

○ 18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.
○ 39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not

forbid speaking in tongues.

● Jude 1:20 “It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid
of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in
the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that
leads to eternal life.”

● Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we
do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.

D. Our Helper and advocate.

● John 14:14-16 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever,

○ Greek for Helper - paráklētos.
(Pará, "from close-beside" and kaléō, "make a call") –
properly, a legal advocate who makes the right judgment-call
because close enough to the situation. Paráklētos
("advocate, advisor-helper") is the regular term in NT times of
an attorney (lawyer) – i.e. someone giving evidence that
stands up in court. (HELPS Word Studies)
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○ Greek for another - állos (a primitive word) – another of the
same kind; another of a similar type.

● 1 John 2:1-2 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation
for our sins,”

● Hebrews 10:12-18 But when Christ had offered for all time a single
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his
feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those
who are being sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness
to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 17
then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no
more.” 18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer
any offering for sin.

● John 14:26-27 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

E. Spirit of Sonship:

● Romans 8:15-17 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

● Galatians 4:4-7 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
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6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave,
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

F. Spirit of Revelation Truth:

● John 16:13-15 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what
is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine;
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

● 1 John 4:1-6 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets
have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was
coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the
spirit of error.”

● 1 John 2:26-27 “I write these things to you about those who are
trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that you received from
him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach
you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true,
and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.”

● 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 “Yet among the mature we do impart
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret
and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for
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our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a
person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely
given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths
to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not
able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15
The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by
no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to
instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”

G. Spirit of Impartation:

● Acts 4:29-31 “And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to
your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30
while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”

● Ephesians 5:17-18 “Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for
that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,”

● Acts 13:51-52 “But they shook off the dust from their feet against
them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy
and with the Holy Spirit.”
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● Acts 9:16-18 “For I will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house.
And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus
who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he
regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized;”

H. Spirit of Transformation:

● 2 Corinthians 3:17-18 “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the
Lord.”
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2. His Ministry THROUGH us:

A. Power to be a witness.

● You will receive power when the Holy Spirit fills you:

○ Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

○ Acts 10:37-38 “you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him.”

○ 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did
not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my
speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so
that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.

○ 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 “For we know, brothers loved by God,
that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you
not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction.”

○ Luke 4:1 “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,”

○ 14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee,
and a report about him went out through all the surrounding
country.
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○ 17-19 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written,

○ 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

B. Gives gifts to build up the Body of Christ:

○ 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 “Now concerning spiritual gifts,
brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know
that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute
idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever
says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord”
except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but
the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”

○ 1 Corinthians 14:23-25 “If, therefore, the whole church
comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or
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unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your
minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider
enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25
the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his
face, he will worship God and declare that God is really
among you.”

3. His ministry to the WORLD.
A. Convicts the world of unbelief in Christ. John 16:8

4. His ministry to the CHURCH.
A. Unity of the Spirit. Ephesians 4:1-
B. Building up the Body. 1 Corinthians 12-14.
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